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When we strike the balance of our past, we
perceive to what share of the profits sorrow
contributes. It ennobles the soul, it forces it to
reflection. During the constant march toward the
future, it serves as a stopping-place. It purifies
the soul and plays the part of the mirror which
reflects its faults, its sins, its negligences. Sor-
row also serves as a school, shows the soul the
mistakes in the path pursued and reveals new
ones. Our conscience grows through trial, says
popular wisdom, and, by chance, popular wisdom
is right.

Consult the select few. Look through the
biographies of the great dead or question the
great men of our own times. All will tell you of
the beneficent part played by sorrow in the
formation of their characters. In the tears shed
over their own troubles or over the troubles of
their fellow-creatures, we find almost always the
source of progress, as we discover in the sensibility
of the poets the source of poetry.

IV. Nations are like individuals: they are
spiritualised and made greater by sorrow. We
have praised and continue to praise the superior
intelligence of the Jewish race. But this superior-
ity is due solely to the persecutions and to the
sufferings of the past. Modern times, in granting